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(James and John) “‘Teacher,...we want you to do for us whatever we ask.’ ‘What 
do you want me to do for you?’ he asked. They replied, ‘Let one of us sit at your 

 right and the other at your left in your glory.’…‘You know that those who are 
 regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
 exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
 great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
 slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.’” Mark 10:35-37 & 42-45 (NIV) 

 

 “The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be 
 humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Matthew 23:11-12 (NIV) 

 
Sixth Principle: Humble myself. 

(A man ask Jesus) “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important? ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
                Mark 12: 28-31 

Building Better Relationships 

How to live a life of humility: 
 

1. Depend upon God to open doors. 
“At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?’ He called a little child and had him stand among them. And 
 he said: ‘I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, 

 you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself 
 like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’” Matthew 18:1-4 (NIV) 

 

“For promotion comes neither from the east or the west but from the Lord.”  
Psalm 75:6  
 

“Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and  
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12:1 (MSG)  

 
2. Notice other’s needs. 

“The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Matthew 23:11-12 (NIV) 
 

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 
better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 

 interest in others, too.” Philippians 2:3-4 (NLT) 
 
3. Celebrate other’s success.  

“But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored 
 in the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

 humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Luke 14:10-11 (NIV) 
 

“Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep.”  
Romans 12:15 (NLT) 

 
4. Resist “do it myself” religion. 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you 
 that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

 collector…’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up 
 to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’” 

 Luke 18:10-13 (NIV) 
 

“I will boast only in the Lord; let all who are helpless take heart.” Psalm 34:2 (NLT) 
 

“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
 done, so none of us can boast about it.” Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT) 

Every day I am faced with a test: 
 

□ Exalt myself □ Humble myself 


